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recognised the title of race which unites them with the inhabitants
of the Scandinavian countries. Perhaps the most vigorous and
remarkable portion of the British nation had, Mr. Gladstone said,
been drawn from these countries.
After the luncheon, the senior Imperial and Royal Personages
crowded together into a small cabin on the Deck to hear Mr.
Tennyson read two of his Poems1: several of the younger branches
clustering round the doors.
Between 2 and 3, the Illustrious Party left the Pembroke
Castle, and in the midst of an animated scene, went on board the
King of Denmark's Yacht, which steamed towards Elsinore.
Mr. Gladstone was much pleased to observe that the Emperor
of Russia appeared to be entirely released from the immediate
pressure of his anxieties supposed to weigh much upon his mind.
The Empress of Russia has the genial and gracious manners
which on this and on every occasion, mark H.R.H. the Princess
of Wales. Mr. Gladstone remembers, as he is writing, that Your
Majesty has had the opportunity of appreciating the demeanour
of the Empress ; yet he cannot regret having made the observa-
tion.
991  (Copy)   Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
SHIP Pembroke Castle. Sept. 20. 1883.
Your Majesty is humbly advised by Mr. Gladstone to permit
the offer of a Barony to Mr. Tennyson.
Your Majesty will appreciate, in a manner to which Mr* Glad-
stone can add nothing, the general grounds on which Mr. Glad-
stone presumes to recommend the creation of a literary Peerage.
Mr. Gladstone takes occasion humbly to remind Your Majesty
that about thirteen or fourteen years ago Your Majesty was
pleased to sanction the offer of a Peerage to Mr. Grote * : whose
Parliamentary career had been so remote and so brief, that this,
Mr. Gladstone conceives, may be viewed as a literary Peerage
intended though not conferred.
The distinction of Mr. Tennyson seems to be higher and perhaps
much higher, even than that of Mr. Grote.
Further,  Your Majesty will remember having at a period
1  The Bugle Song and The Grandmother*
2 Author of The History of Greece-